
Individuals and Societies I: 6th Grade MN Studies – Anthony Middle School  

Teri Primm Ricks, Ph.D. Room: 109 Email: Teri.Primm-Ricks@mpls.k12.mn.us Google Voice: 612-405-4587 

Dear Students, Parents, and Guardians:  

My name is Teri Primm Ricks. Welcome to Minnesota Studies!! 

Before I describe the course content, I want to emphasize that I cannot successfully do my job without the participation of students AND their 
parents. I look forward to working together to help make this a meaningful learning experience for all of us. Please fill out the attached survey at 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/174FfR7e03tDWTBZ2caa-EygfAR-Vkxa2cAQlKHa77X8/edit 

The Class  

During the school year, we will be studying Minnesota from all different angles. The largest focus is on state history, but we will explore 
elements of economics, civics, government, and geography as well. Basically, the course will act largely as a history class with pieces of the other 
disciplines mixed in throughout the year. We are using a thematic approach in which we will move back and forth between different time 
periods, with greater focus on larger concepts and more modern connections.  

This course is rooted in the framework of the IB MYP. Each unit exists within one of six global contexts of the MYP, which provides a broad 
context for each unit. Within that broad context, each unit will revolve around one of the four identified key concepts in Individuals and Societies 
in the MYP along with 2-3 related concepts that act as further guides within each unit. These elements will be combined into a statement of 
inquiry that will be investigated throughout each unit.  

The philosophy of the IB and me personally as a teacher is that students learn best with a well-rounded, inquiry based approach. We do have an 
excellent electronic textbook that we will use as a resource, but it will be only one of many resources that we will use throughout the year, 
supplemented with numerous other materials. For day-to-day lessons in each unit, we will use a variety of lesson activities that get students 
interacting with different unit content in different ways. Students will frequently be doing hands on activities. They will look at broader, 



philosophical questions. They will analyze real, quantitative data. They will work with visual pieces from history and stories from history. They 
will be asked to be open-minded, reflective, risk-taking investigators. They will be challenged to wear the shoes of everyday people in 
Minnesota’s past and present and articulate thoughts, feelings, and ideas in their work in a variety of spoken, written, and visual formats.  

 

Unit Title  Global Context  Key Concept  
 
Related Concepts  

   

Statement of Inquiry  Approximate Time of Year  

  

Immigration  Personal and 
Cultural Expression  

Global Interactions  Identity Culture  

The citizenry of a place is made of 
people with divergent identities and 
culture who still have common 
experiences.  

September/ Early October  

Native Peoples  Identities and 
Relationships  

Global Interactions   
Power Perspective  

Interactions with peoples with more 
power and differing perspective 
have shaped the experiences of 
native peoples.  

Late October/ November/ Early 
December  

Industry and Work  

  
Scientific and 
Technical 
Innovation  

Change  
Resources Innovation 
and Revolution  

  

Innovation and resources drive 
change for industries and workers 
over time.  

Late December/ January  

Economics and 
Government  

Globalization and 
Sustainability  

Systems  Causality Processes  
Economic systems and processes 
are regulated by governments for 
the good of the people.  

February/ Early March  



Conflict and War  
  
Orientation in Time 
and Space  

Time, Place, and 
Space  

Globalization Conflict  
With globalization and 
interdependence, conflict is 
inevitable and affects everyone.  

Late March/ Early April  

Discrimination and 
Social Movements  

  

  
Fairness and 
Development  

Change  Power Equity  
Struggles for power and equity 
shape modern society.  

Late April/ May/ Early June  

Materials  

Students are expected to bring a notebook, pen/pencil, and the school planner to each class. Your notebook should be for Minnesota Studies only. 
We will use the Northern Lights electronic textbook in class.  

Classroom Expectations  

Students are expected to arrive to class on time, have all of their supplies (assignments & homework included) and be ready to work. The learning 
target for the day will always be posted along with a warm welcome and/or  “Warm Up Activity.” Students should be seated using the video 
feature of Google Meet; the class starts each day. Classes will include a variety of lessons, activities, and investigations.  

 

Please	review	student	tips	for	distance	learning.	The	source	is	ditchthattextbook.com	and	pasted	on	the	next	page.	
 



 



Homework  

Homework will generally be given out once a week. Homework will generally be assigned Monday or Tuesday and due on Friday or Monday. The 
majority of homework assignments will be designed to take no more than 30-45 minutes. Larger assignments will come with additional time for 
completion, often with in-class time as well. During the weeks of larger assessments and the final week of a grading period, homework will 
usually not be given. Instead of doing weekly homework, students are encouraged to use those weeks to get missing work in and prepare for 
quizzes and assessments.  

Grading  

Assessment:  Grades will be based on mastery in the following areas: 
 *Class Assignments        *Homework *Projects & Papers *Tests and Quizzes 

Students will also be assessed on 4 MYP Criteria: knowing and understanding, investigating, communicating, and thinking critically using 
a 0-8 scale.  
*Late work receives meets expectations at the highest possible level (5-6) or lower levels (0-4).  All late work is due at the mid-quarter 
and the quarter whichever is closest. 

 *Please check the parent portal to view grades online -  http://parentportal.mpls.k12.mn.us/ 
 

Make Up and Late Work  

Completion of assignments, homework, and projects are the student’s responsibility. If a student is absent or missing class for one reason or 
another (even if it is an excused absence), it is her/his responsibility to make up the work. I am happy to help and can be flexible on due dates and 
can find something that will work in individual circumstances, especially when it is an extended illness or absences. Please talk to me!  

Late assignments will be accepted, but they will only accepted for partial credit. All late work is worth a maximum of 80% of the overall points for 
the assignment starting the day after it is due, through the end of the midquarter or quarter whichever one is closest. On rare occasions I can make 
exceptions on deadlines when extenuating circumstances arise if I hear from a PARENT BEFORE the assignment is due. If the student has an 
excused absence that prevented on-time completion of an assignment, he/she will be granted extra time to complete it, free of penalty. The 
students are given one day absence = one extra day, and two days of absences = two days under these circumstances.  



 


