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Recently, we celebrated Somali Heritage Day and learned about some of the 
traditions, beliefs, food, dances, and other significant aspects of this wonderfully 
rich culture.  At Anthony Middle School, we are fortunate to have in our midst an 
inspiring role model, Hakima Shirar, who works tirelessly to support students in 
their learning and to connect with families in ways that grow and enrich our 
school community.  Along with this, Ms. Hakima?s personal story of commitment 
to educational achievement by earning her college degree in a third language can 
aspire every one of us to academic excellence.  And finally, Ms. Hakima is simply 
one of the kindest people you will ever meet, and she demonstrates that kindness 
in her interactions with students, parents, and colleagues every day.  

1. What  is one of  your  favor it e m em or ies of  grow ing up in Som alia?  
My favorite childhood memory was going to Mogadishu, the capital of 
Somalia, every summer. I would visit my brother and his 
children. We would explore the city for hours on end.

2. Who is som eone especially inf luent ial in your  l i fe?  
My mom was the most influential person in my life. She 
was my biggest role model. She was a strong woman who 
loved her children more than anything. I try to take after 
her in all aspects of life.
 

3. What  par t  of  your  cult ural her it age do you st r ive t o 
pass on t o your  t hree daught ers?  
I want to pass my language on to my daughters. 
Language is a huge part of culture. It captures the culture 
in words. I have raised my daughters in Somali culture, 
but language is something that could be lost. This is why I 
put heavy emphasis on preserving it. I want them to be 
able to communicate 
with their relatives back in Somalia. 

4. What  do you w ish people knew about  you or  your  
her it age?  
I wish people knew how beautiful Somalia was and currently is. I have so much love for Somalia. It is my 
home, and it pains me to be away from it. One day I want to return so I can retire there.

UPCOMING EVENTS

May 4 Dining for Dollars 
at Café Zupas

May 
10 - 17

Math MCAs

May 10 Science MCAs 
(8th Graders only)

May
11

PTA Meeting 
@ 4:30

 Ms. Hakima with her middle daughter, 
Israa Mohamed
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6TH GRADE - RIDING THE WAVES OF SOUND
Sound off ?  1   2     Sound off ? . 3    4-- 
Yep , April in sixth grade science 
will be a litt le ?wavy ? and a litt le 
louder than usual and as always 
full of energy.Currently we are 
working on to mini units? ?Do 
you hear  what  I hear?? and 
?Do you see what  I see?? We 
will be studying types of waves 
with a focus on sound and 
light.During these units 
students will be ?creating waves? and making ?good 
vibrations? as they learn how sound and light travel.

Our main events include:

- Sound exploration labs in 
which students will be making various 
sounds using basic materials from 
home such as combs, bottles, straws 
and toilet paper rolls, tin cans, and 
bobby pins.

- Light exploration labs in which 
students will be examining reflection 
and refraction, their own eye and 
finally the eye of a cow.

As always if you would like to join us as we learn we 
would love to have you! Jump in as a distant learner!

8TH GRADE - ETHICS?! SCIENCE?! LET'S GO!
Spring. Our thoughts turn to 
sunny days, outdoor cooking, 
and gardens.

But for our 8th grade Language 
and Literature classes, gardens 
will be taking on a new meaning. 
Horror.

We are reading the 18th Century 
short story "Rappaccini's Daughter," a tale of science 
turned terrifying at the hands of the early mad 
scientist, Dr. Giacomo Rappaccini.

We are also thinking about ethics as it applies to 
science and exploring the idea that Ian Malcolm 

stated in Jurassic Park- "Your 
scientists were so preoccupied 
with whether they could, they 
didn't stop to think if they 
should."

Like Dr. Rappaccin, we are 
developing scientific technology 
all the time- Should we use it? 

How should it be controlled? Who should make the 
decisions?

This will be a great unit to share some deep, 
thought-provoking discussions with your 8th grader 
before they turn into a high school student!

Seventh grade math students with Ms. Axness have been working on 
combining like terms.In algebra, terms are the values on which the 
mathematical operations take place in an expression. A term can be a 
constant or a variable. In the expression, 3a + 8, 3a and 8 are terms. We call 
terms "like terms" if they have the same variable part. For example, 4x and 
3x are like terms but 4x and 3w are not like terms. We've been playing 
Jeopardy and matching games to get our skills practice in. 
Can you spot the like terms in the following expression: 6x + 4y - 8y + 3x

7TH GRADE - LETTERS IN MATH?! ACK! WE GOT THIS!
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VIBRANT VOICES: DR. GEORGIA M. DUNSTON
Dr. Georgia M. Dunston is a 
personal hero of mine because 
she has pursued answers to her 
questions about the world 
around her through science for 
her whole life. From the NIH 
Youtube channel, ?Dr. Dunston 
is the founding director of the 
National Human Genome Center 
(NHGC) at Howard University, 
and Director of Molecular 
Genetics in the NHGC. Her research and area of 
expertise is in human genetics, with an interest in the 
genetic heritage of the African American population. 
Dr. Dunston grew up in Virginia, graduated from 
Norfolk State University, earned a master?s degree 
from Tuskegee University, and a Ph.D. from the 
University of Michigan. She focuses on 
understanding the genetic causes of certain 
diseases, with the goal of eventually being able to 
prevent these disorders.?

Dr. Dunston faced many 
hardships because of her 
identity as an African 
American female pursuing 
science. In the US, Black and 
Hispanic workers continue 
to be underrepresented in 
the STEM workforce. 
Estimates indicate that 
Black individuals only make 
up 9% of STEM workers. In 

addition, among employed adults with a bachelor?s 
degree or higher, Black individuals are just 7% of the 
STEM workforce. Listening to Dr. Dunston?s 
reflections on her career, it is clear that people who 
share her identity have been faced with and 
overcome many obstacles placed in their path by 
people with power in STEM fields.  How would you 
improve the representation of people of color in 
STEM fields?

Can you name 4 people in your 

life that you admire and who 

inspire you?  What character 

attributes do they possess?  

I immediately think of the 

beginning band and 6th grade 

band members of our Anthony 

Panther Band Program.  They are 

just beginning their middle school 

adventures and already these 

scholars are demonstrating focus, 

diligence, dependability, 

organization, enthusiasm, 

kindness, innovative thinking, and 

intrinsic motivation.  I listen to the 

students play their instruments 

and they are performing with tone 

quality, steady beat and accurate 

rhythms, articulation, dynamics 

and reading music notation!  They 

have learned to put together and 

play an instrument very 

independently.   Their 

performance skills will certainly 

support our music making in our 

performance classes in the future.  

That is super exciting to look 

forward to!  

The scholars in our Anthony 6th 

grade bands are demonstrating 

citizenship and leadership skills in 

middle school  - and they have 

only just begun!  I am honored to 

be their teacher.  The attributes 

these scholars have developed 

this year will be with them their 

whole life through.  As we enter 

into the last quarter of this school 

year, let?s celebrate our students 

and their accomplishments this 

year.

Tim Lautzenheizer has dedicated 

his career to teaching leadership 

and building community in band 

programs globally.  This is a 

formal presentation on the 

benefits of belonging to a music 

performance ensemble.Tim 

Lautzenheiser Speaks on the 

Benefits of Music(6 minutes).

BAND NEWS - 6TH GRADERS CARRYING THE TUNES

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-QKwwgamAs
https://youtu.be/xHmSmUpZiAU
https://youtu.be/xHmSmUpZiAU
https://youtu.be/xHmSmUpZiAU
https://youtu.be/xHmSmUpZiAU
https://youtu.be/xHmSmUpZiAU
https://youtu.be/xHmSmUpZiAU
https://youtu.be/xHmSmUpZiAU
https://youtu.be/xHmSmUpZiAU
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Are you interested in playing 
Southwest women's soccer?

If so, it 's time to register for SW 
Laker  Cam p 2021!This will be a 
great chance to meet the new 
coaches and for the new coaches to 
meet you. It is also a great chance 
to connect with other SW 
teammates and work on your 
soccer skills.
?When: June 14th? 17th

- 8:30 am - 10:30 am for 
Middle school athletes, 
incoming freshman and 
sophomores

- 10:30 am - 12:30 pm for 
Incoming juniors & seniors

Locat ion:Southwest High School 
stadium(48th St and Abbott Ave S)

Cost :$60 (Payment and waiver 
details to follow)

The two sessions may be combined 
into one after the first day 
depending on numbers.

*** Please note:Regarding Covid-19:  
Camp will be subject to change based 
on the latest COVID-19 safety protocols 
and we will adjust and communicate 
changes as needed.

  It 's easy t o sign-up 
  (please do so by June 4t h):

1. Send an email to 
swlakerssoccer@gmail.com 
to request an invite to the      
Booster 's TeamSnap team.

2. Confirm that you wish to be 
added to Team Snap and 
you will be sent an invite.

This is open t o all who are 
int erest ed in playing SW 
wom en's soccer , so please spread 
the word if you know others who 
are interested.
Looking forward to seeing you 
there! Check out  our  websit e for  
m ore inform at ion

SOUTHWEST WOMEN'S SOCCER WANTS YOU

HEADED TO SOUTHWEST?  SHOW UP N STYLE!
Every new Laker or life-long Laker supporter needs have some sweet Southwest Gear to show 
off their school pride! Head on over to https://southwestapparel2021.itemorder.com/ to see 
the awesome spiritwear for sale. Orders are due by May 9!

Wednesday Afternoons @ AMSTutoring

Mat h

12:00 - 12:30

Lang & Lit

12:30 - 1:00

I&S
1:00 - 1:30

Science

1:30 - 2:00

Languages

2:00 - 2:30

STUDENT COUNCIL HOSTING TUTORING SESSIONS
Homework got you feeling down? Don't know how to even start? Then Student Council is here for you. Starting 
this Wednesday, you can join the GoogleMeet AMSTutoring to get help with your homework. Student Council 
members will be ready and waiting during these times to help you tackle even the toughest assignments!

https://swwomensoccer.weebly.com
https://swwomensoccer.weebly.com
https://swwomensoccer.weebly.com
https://swwomensoccer.weebly.com
https://swwomensoccer.weebly.com
https://swwomensoccer.weebly.com
https://swwomensoccer.weebly.com
https://southwestapparel2021.itemorder.com/


5

Anthony Middle School
anthony.mpls.k12.mn.us
612.668.3240



6

Anthony Middle School
anthony.mpls.k12.mn.us
612.668.3240

Test ing t im es: we anticipate 
that students will complete the 
m at h and reading tests in 
their regular math and L&L 
classes.  Students will have two 
class periods (each 110 
minutes) to complete the tests.  
The science test is shorter and 
will require only once class 
period for completion.  
Additional testing time is 
available to every student who 
needs more time to complete 
any of the MCA tests.

TESTING DATES:
Reading: week of April 26
Math: week of May 10 and 17
Science (8th grade only):  week of May 10

OPTING OUT OF TESTING:
For students who continue in full-time Distance 
Learning (DL) and choose to opt-out of MCA 
testing, completing the MPS MCA survey is 
sufficient.   No other action is needed.  Families 
who did not complete the survey are still opted 
out of testing as the default option offered by the 
district.

For students attending In-Person Learning (IPL) 
who choose to opt-out of MCA testing, parents 
need to complete the ?Parent Refusal Form?. 
Please send this form to Mr. Gomez 
(gregorio.gomezalvarado@mpls.k12.mn.us) or 
your student?s advisory teacher.

QUESTIONS:
Any questions can be sent to Mr. Gomez 

(gregorio.gomezalvarado@mpls.k12.mn.us or 
612.668.3240).

MCA TESTING UPDATES 

FROM THE AFTER 
SCHOOL OFFICE
Calling all in-person 
learners! We need more 
students to join our fun, 
free, outdoor in-person 
after school classes!  

Find more information 
here: 

Search - Minneapolis Public Schools (eleyo.com)

Come join us for an hour after school on Tuesday 
(Teams Justice & Liberty* ) or Thursday (Teams Unity 
& Liberty* )

Classes offered include: Arts & Crafts, Social Justice 
Club, and Field Games.

Have some fun downtime with friends!

* Team Liberty should choose one or the other.

If you need help registering, email 
Cyndi.fraedrich@mpls.k12.mn.us

DINING FOR DOLLARS AT CAFE ZUPAS!

Help us raise money for Anthony!
We?re teaming up with Café 
Zupas for a Fundraiser Night 
on May 11 from 4pm-9pm.
Join us for a delicious 
house-made meal to earn up 
to 25% back!

MAY PTA MEETING:
You Are Invit ed!

The Anthony PTA would like to invite you to our next 
meeting on May 11t h at  4:30pm .

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82383517076?
pwd=MWk1bWFvRHZmbnY1dHM1RUt0UkFQQT09

PTA CORNER

https://rea.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/parent_guardian_guide_to_statewide_testing_and_refusal_to_test_form.pdf
https://rea.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/parent_guardian_guide_to_statewide_testing_and_refusal_to_test_form.pdf
https://rea.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/parent_guardian_guide_to_statewide_testing_and_refusal_to_test_form.pdf
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82383517076?pwd=MWk1bWFvRHZmbnY1dHM1RUt0UkFQQT09__;!!MxD8lHs9xPYQ!YnXX4d22yVOnAti_NyPVPd9puCW7hN26aQDHUhTlFf3LH7EIpqTTvtMOco5DNH0LTANHFyXWMWA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82383517076?pwd=MWk1bWFvRHZmbnY1dHM1RUt0UkFQQT09__;!!MxD8lHs9xPYQ!YnXX4d22yVOnAti_NyPVPd9puCW7hN26aQDHUhTlFf3LH7EIpqTTvtMOco5DNH0LTANHFyXWMWA$
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For the past two years, Anthony 
6th graders have had the unique 
opportunity to hear stories from 
Wa?bli Máya?le?á (Francis J 
Yellow). Wanbli, a Lakota person 
from the Cheyenne River 
Reservation in South Dakota, is a 
talented painter, sculptor, mosaic 
artist. Wanbli has his work 
showing im the Minneapolis 
Institute of Art, The National 
Museum of the American Indian in 
Washington, DC, at the Peabody 
Museum at Harvard University, as 
well as at various sites around 
Minnesota. 

This year Wanbli used his artwork to tell the story of surviving Indian 
Boarding Schools. Students heard gripping stories, asked questions, 
and came away with a greater sense of the erasure and revitalization 
of native peoples.

Ledger drawings is one of the art mediums Wanbli has used to express 
he unique insights into genocide and resistance. In 2017 inspired by 
the water protectors at Standing Rock, Wanbli created a series of art 
pieces titled ?Standing, Facing Danger.? Wanbli writes, 

?This series of four images was inspired by recent historical events at 
Standing Rock Reservation. At the time, my health, and circumstances, 
wouldn?t allow me to attend so I watched from afar and live vicariously 
through my young friends who went and took part.?

Background on ledger art: Before ledger drawings, artists of the Great 
Plains made hide paintings  to record ?personal feats of bravery in 
warfare.? During the late 1800?s, however, as white settlers created a 
scarcity of bison, artists of the Great Plains found a medium with 
which to replace the diminishing hides. Ledger books, paper notebooks used primarily by military and traders 
to document material inventory, soon replaced traditional hides.  Artists of the Great Plains appropriated this 
paper, and used it to keep a different kind of record? one of recording cultural memory, rather than material 
gain.? (https://daily.jstor.org/american-counter-narrative-ledger-drawings/)

Wanbli is offering another unique opportunity to students (and families). He is making available for purchase 
signed prints of his ?Standing, Facing Danger? series. Please contact Ryan Olson at 
ryan.olson@mpls.k12.mn.us if interested.

Wa?bli Máya?le?á

Francis J Yellow

SUPPORT LOCAL ART! - LEDGER ART BY WANBIL
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I've been very fortunate during this pandemic relative to 
many. I've been able to maintain my physical and 
economic health throughout. It has still been a challenging 
year plus. Those of you that know me know I live to get 
out in the world---concerts, sporting events, etc---the types 
of things most impacted by COVID-19. Because of virus 
surges, I spent Thanksgiving and Christmas alone this 
year. Like many, I've spent a year plus largely confined at 
home. When vaccines became available to teachers, I 
began aggressively looking for scarce appointments, 
knowing that the vaccine was my key to ensuring my 
safety and contributing to the safety of those around me. On the 
morning of February 14th, I was able to get one at a Walgreens for the 
next day. There was one catch: that Walgreens was in Duluth. 
However, it was President 's Day and there was no school. ROAD TRIP!!

On a frigid cold February Monday, I made the trip north to a lovely 
Walgreens in a non-descript part of Duluth. My arm as a bit sore the 
next couple days but I felt great to have the process started. Four 
weeks later I got my second shot at a Walgreens in Mounds View 
(shorter drive!). I was a bit blah for a day, but nothing major.

Since getting vaccinated:

- I've seen family and friends in person again.
- I took my first trip outside of Minnesota since January of 2020, 

a road trip to the Twins-Brewers series in Milwaukee in early 
April with two other vaccinated teachers.

- I've eaten at restaurants.
- I've felt an ability to relax a bit.

Now, my summer is filling up. I've got Twins games again (maybe not 
such a positive if you look at the standings). I can go see my parents. 
I've got a bunch of outdoor concerts. I'm back in the classroom with 
actual kids and feel comfortable. Things aren't quite "back to normal" but I feel like I'm getting my life back. 
There's even rumors of a late summer Phish tour...

Get the vaccine!

HEA LTH 
OFFICE 
NOTES

MR. OLSON ISN'T 
THROWING AWAY HIS SHOT
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Greetings from the health office. 
We know there are a lot of 
questions about how this is all 
going to work. The most important thing for families can do is not send a student to school if they are even a 
litt le sick. Please familiarize yourself with this daily screening guide. If your student comes to school sick, they 
will be sent home immediately.

Also, if you are traveling out of state for spring break we request and advise you to quarantine 10 days after 
you return, or  quarantine for 7 days with a Covid test on day 5 upon return.

The Minnesota Department of Health recommends all yout h returning to school or taking part in youth 
sports or other activities get  t est ed every t wo weeks t hrough t he end of  t he school year . Test ing is f ree.

Families of students are also encouraged to get tested. While it is not a requirement,regular  t est ing, along 
with wearing masks and social distancing, can help stop the spread of COVID-19.

Visit https://mn.gov/covid19/get-tested/on the MDH website or contact your health care provider to schedule 
an appointment. Not all testing centers require appointments.

DAILY SCREENING QUESTIONS BEFORE SCHOOL

1.) Does your  child have ONE OR MORE of  
t hese sym pt om s?
? Fever of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or 
higher
? Difficulty/hard time breathing
? New cough or a cough that gets worse
? New loss of taste or smell

If a child has ONE or MORE of these symptoms, they must 
stay home and should stay away from others, including 
family members, as much as possible. Parents or caregivers 
should tell the school/childcare/ youth program and consider 
calling the child?s health care provider. Other children living 
in the house need to stay home from school or childcare too.

2.) Does your  child have AT LEAST TWO of  
t hese sym pt om s?
? Sore throat
? Nausea
? Vomiting
? Diarrhea
? Chills
? Muscle pain
? Excessive fatigue/feels very tired
? New severe/very bad headache
? New nasal congestion/stuffy or runny nose

If a child has AT LEAST TWO of these symptoms, they must 
stay home and should stay away from others, including 
family members, as much as possible. Parents or caregivers 
should tell the school/childcare/ youth program and consider 
calling the child?s health care provider. Other children living 
in the house need to stay home from school or childcare too.

https://mn.gov/covid19/get-tested/
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