
Individuals and Societies- 7th grade 
United States Studies: 1800-Present 

Ms Lisa Stuart,  
Email: lisa.stuart@mpls.k12.mn.us 
Phone #: 612-668-3240 
Room 307 
 
Course Description: This course is a survey of United States history, government, economics, and culture 
beginning in 1800 and spanning to the present day. This course will ask students to become “historians in 
training” as they develop historical knowledge and historical thinking skills.  
  
Course Objectives: The following units will be covered throughout this course: 

● What the Law Says 
● Expanding American Identity 
● America’s Identity Crisis 
● History Day 

● American Development 
● Americans Coming of Age 
● The United States on a Global Stage 

Course Expectations: Students in United States Studies: 1800-Present will develop skills including reading 
and interpreting historical texts, analysis of historical evidence, writing, research, academic debate, and use 
of technology. Students are expected to bring a positive attitude to class each day, come to class prepared 
to learn and give their best effort on every assignment. 
 
Class Materials: 

● All students will need: folder, a notebook (1 for each semester if possible), pencils, and their planner. 
● Students will use many primary and secondary historical sources.  

 
Grading Policy  

 
 
Assessment:  Grades will be based on effort and mastery in the following areas: 
*Class Assignments  *Homework  *Document Based Questions (DBQ’s)  *Projects  *Papers  *Tests and 
Quizzes *Cornell Notes (Students will also be assessed on 4 MYP Criteria: knowing and understanding, 
investigating, communicating, and thinking critically using a 0-8 scale) 
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This US Studies course is rooted in the framework of the IB/MYP and the Minnesota State Social Studies Standards.  

  
Unit Title 

Global 
Context 

Key and 
Related 

Concepts 

Example Learning 
Target 

  
Statement of Inquiry 

Time of 
Year 

What the Law 
Says 

(Civics/Foundatio
nal Documents) 

  
Fairness and 
Development 

  
Systems 
Power 
Equity 

Government 

I can compare and 
contrast the rights 
and responsibilities 
of U.S. citizenship. 

Structures & laws of 
democracies are 
developed to establish 
fair and equitable 
systems of power. 

  
Late 

August/ 
September 

Expanding 
American 
Identity 

(Westward 
Expansion) 

  

  
Scientific and 

Technical 
Innovation 

  
Change 
Power 

Development 

I can analyze the 
developments that 
led to the expansion 
of the U.S. during 
the 1800’s. 

Power changes and 
development occur as 
a result of scientific 
and technical 
innovation. 

  
October/ 

November 

America’s 
Identity Crisis 

(Civil War & 
Reconstruction) 

  
Identities and 
Relationships 

Time, place 
and space 

Culture 
Identity 

I can explain how 
compromises over 
slavery led to the 
Civil War. 

Relationships between 
communities & 
cultures change over 
time. 

  
December 

History Day 
(This year’s theme 
is Communication 
in History: the Key 
to Understanding) 

  
  

Orientation in 
Space and 

Time 

  
  

Time, place 
and space 

Significance 

I can research a 
question and 
formulate a thesis 
about a topic in U.S. 
History. 

Understanding the 
significance and 
causality of conflict 
and compromises 
requires investigating 
multiple perspectives. 

  
  

January/ 
Early 

February 

American 
Development 

(Industrialization/
The progressive 

Era) 

  
  

Fairness and 
Development 

  
Change 
Causality 
Conflict 

I can explain the 
impact of the 
Industrial Revolution 
on the economic 
development of the 
United States. 

  
Conflict can cause 
change in building a 
fair developed society. 

Late 
February/ 

Early 
March 

Americans 
Coming of Age 

(WWI/Great 
Depression/WWII) 

  
Globalization 

and 
Sustainability 

  
Global 

interactions 
Causality 

I can describe the 
impact of WWII on 
international affairs. 

Global interactions can 
lead to conflict and 
cooperation between 
countries. 

Late 
March/ 
April 

The US on a 
Global Stage 
(Cold War, Civil 

Rights, Changing 
Role of the U.S.) 

  
Globalization 

and 
Sustainability 

Global 
interactions 

Perspectives 
Power 

I can compare and 
contrast the goals 
and tactics of the 
Civil Rights 
Movement. 

Global interactions 
influence perspectives 
and the global balance 
of power. 

May/ 
Early June 

 


